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Teaching Pharmacy Students About Taking Vital Signs and Performing First Aid
Cardio-pulmonary Resuscitation and Checking Their Attitudes Towards This
Through a Questionnaire

Hiroshi M1vyAHARA

Abstract

Taking vital signs, making physical assessments and medical emergency procedures are
taught in lectures on bedside practice at the Pharmaceutical Faculty of Yasuda Women'’s
University to aid pharmacists in providing medication to patients. Pharmacy students at our
university have been very interested in learning how to make physical assessments, take vital
signs and perform medical emergency procedures because by doing so, they will be able to
expand their role in treating patients. After a lecture on first aid cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation and practice in this, a questionnaire was used to investigate attitudes toward
checking vital signs and performing emergency medical procedures. Many students were
positive toward expanding their professional skills. The taking of vital signs enables
pharmacists to understand the conditions of patients better and helps them to predict the
effectiveness of drugs as well as their adverse effects.

Key words: pharmacy students, questionnaire, attitude, vital sign, medical emergency
procedure, professional skill
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