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A Study of How to Instruct Children in Playing With Clay

Itsuki Fujtwara

Abstract

This study investigates how to instruct children in playing with clay according to the children’
s developmental stages and actual conditions through the observation at a nursery school, the
analysis of the visual data, and the interviews with the staff members. In conclusion, the
following findings were obtained. At the stage of solitary play, activities with a small amount
of clay to enjoy the tactile sense are recommended. At the stage of parallel play, skill-requiring
activities such as making snakes or dumplings with an increased amount of clay are
preferable. Finally, at the organized supplementary play stage, activities in which children,
sharing the same images, use a large space and play with a large amount of clay are suitable.
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