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The promulgation of medicallicensing laws led to the full-scale launch of Japan’s public
health regime, and it was decided that the training of physicians and nurses would be
conducted within this framework. The public health regime aimed to manage medical
education, hospitals, physicians, midwives, acupuncturists, and pharmaceutical affairs to
protect people’s health and treat illnesses. However, the establishment of the modern medical-
licensing system also led to a conflict between physicians trained in traditional Chinese
medicine and those trained in Western medicine. The number of doctors trained in traditional
Chinese medicine began to decrease with the establishment of the modern medical education
system.

Toward the end of the Meiji period, those trained in modern Western medicine accounted
for 70% of all practicing physicians. In nursing education, training facilities were established in
1884 (M7). Training of nurses, which had hitherto been administered by prefectural
governments, gradually became more systematized, resulting in the enforcement of regulations
for nurses in 1915 (T4).
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