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Desirable Factors for a Successful, Step-by-step, Multi-colored Woodblock Print Class

Itsuki FujtwarA and Yuji SUGEKAWA

Abstract @ This study considers important factors in offering a successful, step-by-step, multi-
colored woodblock print class. The author considers this type of woodblock print class is
difficult for elementary school students because they have to preplan what they carve and
what colors they use in each stage. They cannot foresee what the results will be before they
actually make the prints. For this study, the author was in charge of a 5" grade arts and
crafts class titled “The Only Tree in the World—Express it by carving and coloring, step-by-
step,” from planning to practice as a co-researcher. Then, the author analyzed the class from
the viewpoint of what Wakamoto calls “Formative Art Environments,” which he claims are
necessary conditions for successful art classes. In conclusion, the important factors to make
such woodblock print classes fruitful is to present materials that let the elementary school
students have rough ideas first and then create their original trees with abstract patterns,
enjoying the incidental results of carving and coloring in each stage.

Key words: arts and crafts class, step-by-step multi-colored woodblock print, formative art
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