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Revenge is also about maintaining an equity of suffering. There must be a gruesome compatibility of
guilt and suffering on both sides. The scales must be balanced. Each party in a vendetta must share
the same suffering. The perpetrator must be made into a victim while the victim becomes a
perpetrator. This attempt to establish an equitable level of “dignity” must be called an act of despair,
because it meets violence with violence. ™
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Moreover, it turns into a cult of violence because no attempt is made to heal or in any way transcend
the suffering, only to replicate it. Within a culture of revenge nobody believes that the fateful
mechanism of violence can be broken or suspended. The only course that seems open is to step more
and more deeply into guilt. And so the downward spiral of violence is fixed. "
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Aushuwitz makes it abundantly clear that forgiveness can never replace justice. Human codes of law
establish indispensable rules of life together and standards of relationships. Although all legal systems
need constantly to be corrected and perfected, they constitute a fundamental achievement of the
human race in its search for what is truly human. Any attempt to weaken the supremacy of the law
thus entails the erosion of the humane. Forgiveness is about renouncing unjustified power, not about
weakening the pursuit of justice. (29
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At the same time, it must be emphasized that forgiveness goes beyond justice. While legal systems
and procedures provide societies with reliable structures of punishment and protection, forgiveness
strives to heal the grief and re-establish the deepest qualities of humanity. (E0)
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1. he repented or had a change of heart or

2. he meant well (his motives were good) or

3. he has suffered enough or

4. he has undergone humiliation (perhaps some ritual humiliation, e.g., the apology ritual of “I beg
forgiveness”) or

5. of old times’ sake (e.g., “He has been a good and loyal friend to me in the past”) . (FEsd)
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