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Summary

This article focused on the effects of the group-friendship relations upon the development of
social sKills in fourth and fifth graders of elementary school on the view of the analysis from sex
differences.

Fourth graders (60 boys and 48 girls) and fifth graders (58 boys and 57 girls) participated the
questionnaire asking their group-friendship relations, which was revised partly from adolescent
version (Okada, 1995). They also participated ‘Kiss-18 (child version)’, which was partly revised
from adolescent version (Kikuchi, 1995).

The main findings were as follows.

(1) Boys in both graders showed no significant differences for occurrence rates of three group-
friendship styles. Girls in fourth graders, on the other hand, showed significant differences,
namely style D (‘gentle and care-oriented style’) was the highest and style 3 (flock together-ori-
ented style’) was the lowest. Girls in fifth graders showed also significant differences, namely
style (D was the highest and mixed style (D + @) was the lowest.

(2) The two factorial analysis of variance (group-friendship style x sex) of the social skill scores
in fourth graders showed no significant main effect of group-friendship style, no significant main
effect of sex and no interaction effect. But the two factorial analysis of variance in fifth graders
showed significant main effect of group-friendship style, no significant main effect of sex and sig-
nificant interaction effect. Subordinate analysis of group-friendship style showed that mixed style
(D + @ achieved significantly higher social skill scores than style 3). Subordinate analysis of
interaction effect also showed that only in girls both style O and mixed style (D + (3 achieved sig-
nificantly higher social skill than style 3.

(3) So only in girls, the effects of the group-friendship relations upon the development of social
skills from middle graders to senior graders of elementary school was clarified, then the expected
existence of the sex differences between boys and girls was confirmed.
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