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The Way of Song Instruction According to Government Teaching Guidelines (Music)
for Elementary Schools: Focusing on the Common Teaching Materials for Singing
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Summary

This study discusses how current university students should teach singing in elementary schools
when they become teachers in the future, based on a questionnaire with respect to the way they
were taught singing in their elementary schools. The questionnaire asked mainly about the way
the common teaching materials for singing were utilized and taught in their music classes based
on the government teaching guidelines, such as the items of “imagine the scenes and the emotions
and express them,” “understand the words and be creative with expressing them,” and so on.
They were a part of singing activities of the government teaching guidelines in 1989 and 1999.

The following things were found to be the most important issues:

1. According to the questionnaire, most students enjoyed their music classes in the elementary
schools as well as learning and understanding the words of the songs. I, however, have noticed
that a considerable number of those students do not show enough expressiveness and empathy
in their singing classes in the university. In other words, the students seem to understand the
words through learning, but their expression remains superficial. Therefore, it is advisable that
the students should not only focus on understanding musical scores, but challenge themselves
to sing with great feeling. When they become teachers, they should try to sing unaccompanied
and expressively at first addressing each of their students so that they will successfully be able to
convey the feelings and the intentions inherent in the songs. I believe that children do not have to
sing a song particularly well, but instead they should have a memorable singing experience itself.

2. Itis considered important for children to sing not only the designated common learning
materials for singing, but also a variety of other songs, which will widen the range of their singing
opportunities. At the same time, it is necessary that the teachers utilize the traditional Japanese
songs which have been sung in school for a long time in order to nurture children’ s sensitivity.

3. Itisalso considered very significant that the teachers take time to let the children understand
and appreciate the true value of the traditional Japanese songs sung in school. Most of these
songs have become old, but they represent the pleasure of the four seasons and the events of the
month in excellent ways.
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